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Heart, mind, and courage are re-
quired to bring together FC’s latest 
production, The Wizard of Oz. 

The play is based off of L. Frank 
Baum’s classic novel, The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz, which was an entire 
series of books about the magical land 
of Oz. The Wizard of Oz fi rst became a 
stage play in 1901, but it was not until 
1939 that it was adapted into a fi lm. 

“I love the movie, and it happens 
to be the anniversary of the movie, so 
it is kind of a cool time to do it,” said 
theatre director Robbie Steiner. 

The actors have been working on 
this play since the beginning of Sep-
tember.

“We casted the show at the end of 
August and rehearsals started the week 
of Sept. 8,” said senior Bethany Smith, 
who plays a beautician, an Ozian, and 
is also in the Girls’ Offstage Chorus.

Because The Wizard of Oz is such 
a well-known show, it has been done 
many times, so FC plans to make the 
show as original as possible.

“I am already seeing new ideas and 
portrayals in rehearsal. I’m expecting 
it to be the classic Oz everyone loves, 
but with a lot of creativity thrown in. 
The actors are not just giving an imi-
tation of the movie; they are putting 
their own spin on it. The choreogra-

phy, too, is full of really unique ideas,” 
said sophomore Sarah Denison, who 
plays Glinda the Good Witch.

One aspect that will make the 
show unique is the fact that some of 
the roles will be double cast. 

“I think this show will be unique 
mainly because every show has a dif-
ferent cast and every cast has a differ-
ent and unique way of doing things,” 
said sophomore Lexi Richmer, who 
plays a beautician, an Ozian, and a 
Jitterbug.

Two of the roles will be double 
cast: Glinda the Good Witch, who is 
played by Denison and  senior Katie 
Vessels. The other is Auntie Em, who 
is being played by junior Emma Payne 
and senior Emily Naville.

Scan here to 
purchase  tickets 
for the upcoming 
fall production of 
The Wizard of Oz
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As production of the fall’s main-
stage show draws to a close, some 
careers are only just beginning. The 
Wizard of Oz will be highlighting 
younger talents found in local elemen-
tary schools. The munchkins, as they 
are known, make up many of the 
smaller roles including the Mayor of 
Oz, the Lollipop Guild, and the Lulla-
bye League. 

“We have a lot of new fresh tal-
ent and many young faces. We get to 
share what we love to do with them,” 
said senior Bethany Smith, a member 
of the cast. 

Though many of these young faces 
are new to the stage, they are very de-
termined to make a lasting impression. 

Senior Jalyn Kowalski, the stage 
manager, said, “I think they’re full of 

talent and open and ready to learn. 
The main munchkins are so sophisti-
cated and responsible for kids who are 
7-10 years old. I think they’re a great 
part of the show.” 

They began practice in early Sep-
tember and this has allowed many am-
ple time to get into character. Because 
of the youthfulness of the kids some 
still have diffi culties keeping up with 
the rigor of a high school play.

“When you watch them onstage 
you can practically read the ‘whoa I’m 
on the big kid stage’ look on their face. 
Some kids truly get into character and 
are focused on what they are doing, 
what they’ve been taught, and what 
they are doing next. Though there are 
always a few who can’t exactly follow 
the dance routines or blocking, so they 
seem a little sloppy, but that always 
makes the cuteness factor skyrocket,” 
said junior Megan Johnson, a member 

of the ensemble. 
The professionals on the high 

school stage have high expectations 
for the upcoming talent.

“I am really excited to see how 
many talented munchkins there are. 
I’m so impressed with the level of ma-
turity they posses and I look forward 
to working with them again in the 
future,” said sophomore Gage Griffi n. 

Junior Henry Miller, who is the 
dance captain, expresses enthusiasm 
toward the newcomers.

“They are all so full of energy in 
munchkin land. They have really 
made it their own and I think the audi-
ence will really love what they do with 
it,” said Miller. 

Future stars participate as munchkins for theatre 
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SENIOR KATIE VESSELS and SOPHOMORE SARAH DENISON look over the Glinda costume. “Wizard of Oz is my fi rst lead and I’m double 

cast with Sarah Denison,” said Vessels. “I think the costume is gorgeous and it’s been a really great experience.”

GROUP OF MUNCHKINS practice at the rehearsal on Oct. 21.

Wizard of Oz Wizard of Oz 
set to cast its spell 
on eager audiences 
starting next week

Performances begin on Nov. 7 at 7:30 p.m. and 
run through Nov. 16 at 2 p.m. in auditorium

“We had the opportunity to give 
some of the actors more experience,” 
Steiner said. “They aren’t on the stage 
very much, so it doesn’t really slow 
down the rehearsal time to get both 
of them.”

Another feature that will add to the 
show will be the technical effects. 

“We will use different color lights 
and occasionally a gobo, which creates 
a pattern with the lights. These can 
enhance the set and mood of a scene,” 
said junior Matt Barnett, the master 
electrician.

Senior Jalyn Kowalski, the show’s 
stage manager, said that the techni-
cal aspect will require more time than 
some of the previous productions.

“Because it is such a big show, we 
will be changing the drops at intermis-
sion and there will be so much stuff 
to move. It is a good show for such a 
diverse technical theatre program like 
we have,” said Kowalski.

The staging  of the production is 
always seen as an important aspect in 
technical theatre. 

“The scenery will create an envi-
ronment that allows every audience 
member to be immersed into the 
show,” said Barnett. 

The changes being made  to the 
play will cause some diffi culties for the 

actors, but they are eager to learn.
Vessels said, “The most challenging 

thing will probably be learning how to 
fl y down in the bubble and be safe 
about it. I’ve never done it before and 
I’m nervous, but excited.”

Senior Allyson Jones, who plays 
the role of Dorothy,  fi nds it stressful 
for different reasons, mainly involving 
the time constraints.

“I can honestly say this is going to 
be one of our most challenging pro-
ductions. I believe piecing it all togeth-
er in two weeks is pretty intimidating,” 
said Jones.

Another touch being added to the 
show is fl ying. Some of the characters 
will be suspended above the stage for 
their scenes. One such occurrence 
takes place when a tornado sends Dor-
othy to Oz, whipping her about the 
stage.

“I am so excited for the tornado.  
it’s a tornado on the stage and I actu-
ally think it will be really cool when 
we add in fl ying. Every time we in-
clude fl ying it’s amazing. It just adds 
so much to the show and I really hope 
that works out,” said Kowalski. 

Richmer is also excited to see how 
the fl ying turns out in the show.

“I’ve been in shows where people 
have fl own before, but it seems really 

cool to me every time,” said Richmer.
The choreography for the show is 

also being revised. One number that 
will stick out, according to the actors, 
will be the Jitterbug.

“Our choreographer has done an 
amazing job with the dance number. 
I recently watched a rehearsal and it 
is pristine. She is fabulous,” said senior 
Bonnie Hopkins, an Ozian.

According to Hopkins, the cos-
tumes for the show bring dimension 
to the equally detailed set. 

“The Scarecrow is so loose that he 
really looks like he is made of straw. 
Henry Miller is so stiff as the Tin Man 
it’s awesome,” said Hopkins. 

Although the production has been 
a labor for the cast members, the cast 
also sees it as a labor of love. The ac-
tors shared an overwhelmingly en-
thusiastic view towards the classic 
motion picture, and the iconic charac-
ters, some of whom are more popular 
amongst cast members than others.

“Dorothy’s innocence draws me to 
her. She is young, and corageous. You 
see her grow throughout the show, 
and I personally think that her inno-
cence is refreshing,” said Jones. 

Jones also expressed interest in the 
Cowardly Lion, who is played by Jun-
ior Joel Jackson. 

“The Lion’s cowardice and overly 
goofy persona make him a perfectly 
wonderful character,” said Jones. 

Some of the cast members also 
showed interest in the casting choices.

“I really like the decision of Mitch-
ell [Lewis, freshman] as the Scarecrow 
because he just fi ts the part perfectly 
and he was very good at his call backs,” 
said Kowalski. 

The actors not only love the char-
actors, but the movie itself. 

“The movie was a big part of my 
childhood, and the show follows the 
movie well. I’ve been excited since I 
found out we are doing the show,” said 
Hopkins.

Smith also expressed her love for 
the fi lm.

“The movie is so iconic and and 
has so many early day advantages than 
some of the older movies,” said Smith. 

The expectations for the show run 
high for the whole crew.

“Honestly, the cast has a great dy-
namic and they are really nailing the 
four iconic characters,” said Hopkins.


